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Dear XXX (INSERT NAME OF MSP)
We wish to draw your attention to the recent call for greater investment in affordable housing from three major housing and construction bodies.

The Scottish Federation of Housing Associations (SFHA), the Scottish Building Federation (SBF) and the Glasgow and West of Scotland Forum of Housing Associations (GWSF) have issued a joint statement setting out the case for greater investment in affordable housing.

 In ‘Making Housing a National Priority,’ the three groups say the time is right to invest in affordable rented housing developed by housing associations and co-operatives.
There are three principal reasons to invest now:

· To support economic recovery, growth and jobs 
· To meet housing need, which is reaching crisis levels in Scotland
· To improve equality of opportunity and achieve wider social benefits, helping to regenerate Scotland’s poorer communities 
Housing associations and co-operatives, as the main developers of new build affordable in Scotland, not only have the expertise to build new homes, but can also bring significant private finance – up to 40% of the total cost – to the table to supplement public funding. 
While we understand that the Scottish Government’s capital budget is under pressure, housing has already taken a 30% cut nationally in 2011-12 and it would be hugely damaging to future supply should a further cut be imposed in 2012-13.

(XXX HOUSING ASSOCIATION/CO-OPERATIVE (INSERT NAME) has seen a (INSERT AMOUNT) % decrease in government funding. We expect to build XXX (INSERT NUMBER OF UNITS) this year, compared with XXX(INSERT NUMBER OF UNITS and YEAR).

The additional borrowing powers available through the Scotland Bill present an opportunity to provide long-term investment at a sustainable level. The three bodies call on the Scottish Government to use these powers to make housing a national priority and invest in affordable rented housing by housing associations and co-operatives.
XXX (INSERT NAME OF HOUSING ASSOCIATION?CO_OPERATIVE)  would greatly appreciate your help, as the MSP for (CONSTITUENCY or LIST AREA), in lobbying the Scottish Government on this matter, and helping to ensure that XXX (INSERT AREA) gets the new affordable rented housing it so badly needs.
Yours Sincerely
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