
1st December 2011
Scottish Draft Budget 2012-13 & Autumn Statement ‘Consequentials’
Dear (INSERT NAME OF YOUR MSP) 
I urge you to take action now with regard to the allocation of additional capital spending in the Scottish Draft Budget 2012-13. 

The Chancellor’s Autumn Statement has made approximately an extra £50m available to the Scottish Government. Added to the £57m Scottish ‘consequential’ from the English Council Tax freeze, this makes a total of nearly £110m available to bolster capital spending in Scotland in 2012-13.

We (NAME OF ORGANISATION) urge you to raise in Parliament the real and pressing need for affordable housing provision and services in Scotland.

Affordable housing was one of the biggest losers in the draft Scottish Budget, with a 30 per cent cut planned.
 This is on top of a similar cut in 2011-12. 

Investing in affordable housing includes building new homes, maintenance of existing homes, and provision of services such as adaptations for the elderly or regeneration of poorer communities. 

As MSP for XXX, we urge you to raise the three issues of great importance to this area: 
1. Investing in New Affordable Housing

The Scottish Government’s latest Housing and Regeneration Statistics show there were 4,449 completions in year to end September 2011 - a 15 per cent reduction compared with the year to end September 2010. 

According to research for the Scottish Government last year, investing in affordable housing is an effective way to boost jobs and stimulate the economy.
  It would also meet huge need. Currently 335,000 families in Scotland are stuck on waiting lists.
 

Housing associations and co-operatives complement public subsidy by bringing at least 40% of the cost of a new-build house in private finance – thereby providing additional value to the public purse.
NAME OF ORGANISATION  expects to build X (NUMBER OF HOUSES) next year. We have a waiting list of X and a stock turnover of X. 

We have capacity to build much more.
We urge the Scottish Government to use this unallocated capital expenditure to help build more affordable homes, to benefit local economies and meet local need.
2. Investing in Energy Efficiency
We urge the Scottish Government to implement small-scale area-based schemes focussing on bids for projects from poorer communities, and available to all tenures. 
Housing associations and co-operatives are well-placed to deliver these local programmes at benefit to tenants, tackling fuel poverty and climate change, and creating jobs. The Existing Homes Alliance Scotland advises a budget of £100m per annum could accomplish this.
 The proposed budget for energy efficiency/fuel poverty 2012-13 is £65m – was £10m cut from last year’s budget of £75.

We urge that at the very least, given the serious fuel poverty imperative we face, that at least an extra £10m be restored to this budget.

3. Investing in Preventative Spending

Home Adaptations

The housing adaptations budget for 2012-13 is being cut from £8m to £6m – a cut of 25%. Cutting this budget risks seeing people transferred to care homes, hospitals, or other costly institutions, when it could be avoided.
We urge the Scottish Government to, at the very least, undo the proposed cut of £2m. Increasing the budget to £10-12million see major results in terms of quality of life for tenants and direct savings to the health budget.
As a local representative for (CONSTITUENCY/REGION), we would appreciate your help in lobbying the Scottish Government on the above three priorities, and ensuring that, in difficult times, the extra funds available to the Scottish Government are targeted on areas where they can be of the most use, socially and economically.
Yours Sincerely,
NAME
ORGANISATION
� Scottish Spending Review 2011 and Draft Budget 2012-13 �HYPERLINK "http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/358356/0121130.pdf"�http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/358356/0121130.pdf�


� Monk, S, Tang, C and Whitehead C (2010), What does the literature tell us about the social and economic impact of housing?, Edinburgh, Scottish Government. Chapter 2. Available at �HYPERLINK "http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/1125/0099401.doc"�http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/1125/0099401.doc� (accessed 6th July 2011)    


� � Statistics supplied to SFHA by the Scottish Housing Regulator (5 July 2011) based on data in the 2009-10 Annual Performance and Statistical Return
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