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Housing Benefits Society – Welfare System Must Do the Same
SFHA Launches Campaign for Fairer Benefits
Housing benefits society – and so should the welfare system, said the Scottish Federation of Housing Associations (SFHA) as it today (Thursday 30th September 2010) launched a major campaign for a fairer benefits system.

The SFHA has examined the likely impact of the UK Government’s plans to reform housing benefit and concludes it will unfairly hit the incomes of those who can least afford it, while increasing the demand for affordable housing in Scotland (1).
The campaign, called Housing Benefits, seeks to highlight the vital role of providing affordable housing in society and campaign for a fairer system. The Scottish Federation of Housing Associations has joined forces with the National Housing Federation, the Northern Ireland Federation of Housing Associations and Community Housing Cymru to launch a UK-wide campaign to highlight the problems with the UK Government’s proposals, and to develop a fairer system. The four federations have joined forces to lobby UK and Scottish politicians to resist the proposed changes, which could come into effect from April 2011.

The proposed reforms include limiting housing benefits for those deemed to be “under-occupying” their homes and will impose a 10% cut for those on Job Seekers for more than one year.
In Scotland, 60% of social rented tenants rely on housing benefit to pay all or part of their rent (2).  There are over 250,000 applicants on housing association waiting lists.

Speaking at the SFHA’s Tackling Poverty in Our Communities event at Ibrox stadium in Glasgow, SFHA Chief Executive Mary Taylor said:

 “The SFHA is launching this major campaign, Housing Benefits, to highlight the damaging impact which the Coalition Government’s proposed changes to Housing Benefit will have on those who can least afford it and to call for a fairer system.

“Britain’s four housing federations have joined forces to demonstrate the detrimental effects these reforms will have on the ability of housing associations and co-operatives to provide vital affordable homes. The result will be more people pushed on to waiting lists for social housing, and more people struggling to pay their rent, at a time when we already desperately need more affordable housing. 

“We believe that while the system needs to change, what is proposed is arbitrary, not sensible long-term decision-making, and will adversely affect tenants and associations alike. There needs to be a sustainable, long-term plan for housing in this country which meets the different needs of different communities.  Housing Benefits society – so should the welfare system.”
The UK’s housing federations lent their support to the campaign:

Sue Ramsden, Policy Leader, National Housing Federation

“We are convinced about the need for reform of the housing benefit system: however, we must find a way of ensuring that reform does not harm those who can

least afford it.

“Of the 4.7 million households in the UK claiming housing benefit, 76 per cent are retired or not expected to work due to illness, disability, or caring commitments. Supporting households with their housing avoids the massive social costs

of squalid, overcrowded housing conditions.

“The most effective way of reducing the burgeoning housing benefit bill is to invest in more affordable housing. This will secure savings for years to come.”
Amanda Oliver, Head of Policy and Research, Community Housing Cymru

“Community Housing Cymru is the membership organisation for housing associations and community mutuals in Wales. We share the views expressed in this document and have no doubt that these reforms will have devastating affects on the most disadvantaged groups

in our society, with many individuals being driven into debt, rent arrears and losing their home - of those individuals in receipt of Housing Benefit in Wales (69%) live in social rented

housing and (31%)in the private rented sector. Through this joint campaign, we aim to raise sufficient awareness at Whitehall to prompt a revision of the current plan in favour of one that does incentivise work but also protects those who are most vulnerable.”

Christopher Williamson, Chief Executive, Northern Ireland Federation of Housing Associations

“The Northern Ireland Federation of Housing Associations is deeply concerned about the proposed Housing Benefit reforms because they would have a severe negative impact on thousands of economically vulnerable tenants. Since the economy in Northern Ireland is still in

recession, the proposed reduction of benefit to claimants unable to find work after one year would be particularly unfair.”
ends
For further information, contact Press and Public Affairs Manager Claire Munro on t: 0141 567 6244 m: 07771 926778 or e: cmunro@sfha.co.uk  
Visit our website at www.sfha.co.uk 
NOTES: 
1) See SFHA’s policy leaflet Housing Benefits: the Campaign for a Fairer System. Contact us for a copy.
2) Scottish Housing Regulator Registered Social Landlords in Scotland Summary Facts and Figures 2008/0
3) The SFHA was established in 1975 and 132 housing associations 57 Local Housing Organisations are members. The SFHA is owned by its membership and exists to support the work of housing associations and co-operatives in Scotland by providing services, advice and good practice guidance.

4) The SFHA is the voice of the principal builders and managers of new affordable housing for rent in Scotland. Housing Associations own and manage around 40% of the country’s affordable rented housing stock, over a quarter of a million homes across Scotland.
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