
9 June 2010 
Dear XXX
Housing (Scotland) Bill Stage 1 – Right to Buy Reforms
I/we note that the Local Government & Communities Committee has published its Stage 1 Report. 
In respect of the Right to Buy reforms, there appears to be little change from what was consulted upon. This association/co-operative/I finds/find this rather disappointing as we/I believe the housing association sector, and in particular the SFHA, put forward a very good case for further reforms.

Specifically, I/we feel that there is an opportunity in the Bill to extend or make permanent the ten year exemption from the Modernised Right to Buy, which expires on 30th September 2012. Although they wouldn’t all be sold at once, 80,000 properties that are NOT currently subject to Right to Buy will become eligible at this time. I/We feel a blanket exemption is preferable to having each individual organisation apply separately for an exemption, which they all surely will, given the shortage of affordable rented stock in Scotland. I/We think that this would be inefficient.  

While I/we support the reforms to Pressured Area Status contained in the Bill, I am/we are disappointed that the Committee didn’t recognise that Pressured Area Status should apply to ALL forms of Right to Buy, not just the Modernised version, as suggested by SFHA. This is vitally important in some stock transfer areas, where Pressured Area Status will be irrelevant and futile, even with the proposed reforms. 
Finally, there are some charitable housing organisations that, for whatever reason, missed out on obtaining their charitable status by the 18th July 2001 ‘cut off’ date for RTB exemption contained in the 2001 Act.  In my/our view those associations should not necessarily have to justify an extension to the exemption beyond 2012 simply because they missed a notional cut-off date, and should be classed as exempt just like any other charity. Again, the Committee has chosen not to deal with this anomaly, and I/we wonder whether perhaps this issue may have got lost in the bigger ‘2012’ argument.

I/we would urge you to consider putting forward amendments to rectify all of the issues we have raised when the Bill is debated on 23rd June. Please do not hesitate to contact me should you require any further details.

With your continued support we will lead the sector through the many challenges facing us. We look forward to working with you to meet these challenges head-on.
Yours sincerely
XXX
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