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We are a charity and social 

enterprise. For the last 25 years, we 

have been helping individuals and 

community groups to get involved 

in the planning system.

Charity & social enterprise

Volunteer-led

Impartial & independent

PAS: Who We Are

In the last 12 months, our 

400 volunteers have given 

3 years’ worth of time, 

skills and experience



Supporting Local Place Plans

• Working with communities to 

articulate their vision and develop 

local place plans

• Supporting local authorities and 

public agencies to improve public 

participation in decision-making

PAS: How We Help

Advice

• Free, impartial and confidential planning 

advice: visit our website to submit your 

enquiry

Skills training

• Training on the planning system for 

Community Councils, elected members and 

community groups

• Community engagement skills training for 

planners and community groups

Inclusive

• Making decision-making processes more 

open and inclusive

• Involving young people and other seldom-

heard groups



Participatory Placemaking

"Town Planning is not mere place-

planning, nor even work planning. If it is 

to be successful it must be folk 

planning.”

Sir Patrick Geddes



Think Global, Act Local

Aligning international, national and local agendas for a more 

inclusive, participatory, holistic approach to placemaking

Placemaking 

as a connector 

between public 

services and 

citizens



Planning Reform

• Review announced in September 

2015 by Cabinet Secretary for 

Social Justice, Communities & 

Pensioners’ Rights

• Independent panel appointed

• Review focused on 6 key themes

• 48 recommendations

1.

Strong and flexible 

development plans

4. 

Efficient &transparent 

development 

management

2. 

Delivery of more, high 

quality homes

5.

Stronger leadership, 

smarter resourcing & 

skill sharing

3. 

Infrastructure first 

approach to planning 

and development

6.

Collaboration rather than 

conflict – inclusion and 

empowerment



Planning (Scotland) Act 2019: Opportunities

• Most amended Bill in Scottish Parliament

• Passed by Scottish Parliament in June 2019

• Gained Royal Assent in July 2019



Planning (Scotland) Act 2019: Opportunities

Some key changes introduced:

• National Planning Framework: new format; housing; 

climate change; parliamentary approval

• Local Development Plan: new process and 

timeframe

• Regional Spatial Strategies

• Short-term Let Control Areas

In particular, we welcome:

• Introduction of a purpose for planning

• Introduction of Local Place Plans

• New guidance on community participation

• Introduction of mediation as a tool

• New duties to involve Gypsy/Travellers and children & 

young people

• Introduction of play sufficiency assessments

• Introduction of self-build housing / masterplan 

consent areas

• Mandatory training for elected members



Planning (Scotland) Act 2019: Opportunities



Planning (Scotland) Act 2019: Opportunities



Planning (Scotland) Act 2019: Opportunities

National Planning Framework 4



Local Place Plans are a new type of plan

• The Planning (Scotland) Act 2019:

• “A local place plan is a proposal as to the development or 

use of land. It may also identify land and buildings that the 

community body considers to be of particular significance to 

the local area.”

• Local Place Plans must have regard to

• Local Development Plan (and set out reasons why an LDP 

should be amended)

• National Planning Framework

• Views of the wider community

• Views of local councillors

• Opportunity for communities… but also for landowners, housing 

providers and local authorities to work with communities

Planning (Scotland) Act 2019: Opportunities

Local Place Plans



Planning (Scotland) Act 2019: Opportunities

Local Place Plans

• Any community body can prepare 
and submit a Local Place Plan to 
their local planning authority. 

• The Act defines a community body 
as either:

• A community-controlled body, as defined 
by the Community Empowerment 
(Scotland) Act 2015.

• A Community Council

• Importantly the plan should be co-
produced, with different groups, 
individuals and age groups getting 
involved in plan production.

•



Planning (Scotland) Act 2019: Opportunities

Local Place Plans



What We Need

• Affordable housing

• Housing choices for all ages 

• Better planning for an actively 

aging population: the over 65 

age group is growing four times 

faster than the general 

population

How To Get There

• Assessing housing need

• Community-led housing

• Reuse of existing (empty) 

housing, not just new build

• Co-housing initiatives

• Modular construction / eco-

homes / reduce fuel poverty

Planning (Scotland) Act 2019: Opportunities

Opportunities for Rural Housing



• Community–led Plan now 
adopted by Highland Council 
as supplementary guidance to 
the Local Development Plan

• Raised community awareness 
of the opportunity to be 
involved in the island’s future

• Promoted a sense of 
community ownership

• Strengthened partnership 
between the Isle of Rum 
Community Trust and The 
Highland Council

• Created greater certainty 
about the viability of future 
development on Rum

Planning (Scotland) Act 2019: Opportunities
Local Place Plans

Isle of Rum Community Land Use Plan



Planning (Scotland) Act 2019: Opportunities
Local Place Plans

Applecross Community Land Use Plan



New Approaches to Housing

Co-housing and community-led housing



Bringing Back Empty Homes

In 2017, a household was made homeless every 18 minutes 

with 34,972 homelessness applications.

Empty homes:

• 105,000 (National Records of Scotland)

• 1% of all dwellings = second homes (25,000)

• 3% of all dwellings = vacant properties (79,000)

• 39,000 properties had been empty for six months or more

• Of those 24,471 had been empty for 12 months or more 

Scottish Empty Homes Partnership:

over 3,200 brought back into use since 2010



Gypsy/Travellers



Children & Young People



How We Can Help

Improve Place through active Participation



How We Can Help

Improve Place through active Participation

• Free, impartial and confidential 

advice on planning matters –

contact our Advice Service

• Information and support on 

how to take forward Local 

Place Plans

• Training for community councils, community groups, 

elected members on the planning system

• Time, knowledge and expertise of our network of 

specialist volunteers who deliver services to 

communities across Scotland



www.pas.org.uk

davidmc@pas.org.uk


