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Improving active travel facilities
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Active travel

• Active travel simply means 

making journeys by 

physically active means - like 

walking and cycling.

• Over 50% of car journeys in 

Scotland are less than 5km 

and 26% less than 2km -

these journeys could 

alternatively made by walking 

or cycling.
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• Lack of suitable bike 

storage space. 

• Bikes in communal areas is 

prohibited and creates a 

potential hazard.

• This is a common point of 

tension between residents 

and housing providers.

Supporting active travel – benefits to housing providers
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Paisley HA – bike lockers

More emphasis on outdoor space
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Hjaltland HA – bike stores
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Other secure bike storage
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Place making

• A lot of work has been done already by Social 

Housing Providers to improve outdoor areas.

• Additional support is available to help improve 

areas around social housing to encourage 

residents to be more active.

• Path improvements, lighting, planters 

benches and outdoor gym equipment are just 

some of the things funding is available for.

• Living Streets site audits are a great way to 

identify potential improvements.
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Robert Smith Court – community garden
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Active travel funding

Social Housing Fund

• Fund for Registered Social Landlords such as housing 

associations and local authorities.

• How much? – Up to £25,000 per site of capital funding.

• What for? – Improved walking and cycling facilities such as 

secure cycle parking and site improvements e.g. benches, 

planters, access and lighting improvements for the benefit of 

residents.

• Living Streets consultations to create better walking 

environments and more livable neighborhoods.
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Active travel funding

Sustrans – Places for Everyone 

• Larger scale community improvements. 

• Active travel infrastructure as opposed to 

facilities.

• e.g. Centre 81 canal access project with 

Clydebank HA

https://www.sustrans.org.uk/our-

blog/projects/2019/scotland/places-for-everyone

https://www.sustrans.org.uk/our-blog/projects/2019/scotland/places-for-everyone
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Active travel funding

Energy Saving Trust – ebike grant fund

• up to £25,000 of funding towards projects that will 

provide opportunities to their communities to trial 

ebikes.

• up to £200,000 of funding per application towards 

large scale fleets of pool bikes or public 

bikeshare/hire schemes and promoting large scale 

uptake of ebikes.

https://energysavingtrust.org.uk/scotland/grants-

loans/ebike-grant-fund

https://energysavingtrust.org.uk/scotland/grants-loans/ebike-grant-fund
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Active travel funding

Paths for All

• Smarter Choices Smarter Places - Open fund

• Grants are available to encourage people to use 

buses and community car clubs for longer 

journeys; walking and cycling for short journeys, 

and home-working to replace daily commutes.

• Community paths grants

• Community active travel grants

https://www.pathsforall.org.uk/

https://www.pathsforall.org.uk/smarter-choices-smarter-places-1/open-fund
https://www.pathsforall.org.uk/
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Active travel funding

Other funding available

• Cycling Friendly Award – Development grants

• https://www.cyclingfriendly.scot/

• Scotland Cycle Repair Scheme from Cycling 

UK

• https://www.cyclinguk.org/ScotCycleRepair

• Pedal for Scotland – Community events funding

• Up to £10,000 to run local pedal for 

Scotland events

https://www.cyclingfriendly.scot/
https://www.cyclinguk.org/ScotCycleRepair
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any questions?
To get in touch please email me
hughmacgregor@cycling.scot
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